
 

 
MEDIA RELEASE 

FLINDERS ISLAND AIRPORT UPGRADE FULLY FUNDED BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

Flinders Council is excited to announce that the Federal Government has agreed to provide $3.6 
million to fully fund the Flinders Island Airport Upgrade Project.  

In March 2019, the Federal Government announced funding commitments towards two Flinders 
Council priority projects - $1.8m towards the Airport Runway Upgrade Project and $4.8 million for the 
Flinders Island Marine Access and Safe Harbour Project.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

The Runway Upgrade Project required a further $1.8 million contribution from Council. Treasurer 
Peter Gutwein stepped in with assistance via a five-year interest free loan, however, as such a small 
council, Flinders Council was unable to repay such a large debt. 

The continued viability of the Airport is essential to the Community and in October 2019, Council 
requested that the Federal Government transfer $1.8 million from the Safe Harbour Project allocation, 
to totally fund the Runway Upgrade Project, and allow the remaining $3 million for the Safe Harbour 
Project.  

In January 2020, the Federal Government granted this request, as part of its commitment to support 
the economic and social growth of local and isolated communities. Council thanks The Hon. Michael 
McCormack MP and Bridget Archer for providing invaluable assistance. 

Mayor Annie Revie said, “We are so grateful to the Federal Government for fully funding the Runway 
Upgrade Project and to the State Government for initially coming to our aid. Our Airport is our 
community’s lifeline - without it we’d be totally isolated.” 

Though the original scoping of the Safe Harbour Project was $4.8 million, the Project will now be scaled 
back to meet the new target of $3 million.  

According to Acting General Manager Heidi Marshall, “The decision is a win-win for the Community, 
enabling the Airport to continue to operate safely, as well as the commencement of the construction 
of a Safe Harbour to improve maritime safety nationally. Both projects will help boost economic 
growth and improve tourism on the Island. It’s a very exciting time for Flinders Island.” 

The funding commitment will be delivered by the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Cities and 
Regional Development through the Community Development Grants Programme. 

 

For further information contact: Mayor Annie Revie m: 0477 557 338 


